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Memories Beyond the Mountains and the Sea:

Past, Present, and the Future of the Caoling Historical Trails




The Legend of the Silver Grass
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The Legend of the Silver Grass

Memories Beyond the Mountains and the Sea:
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Words from the Tourism Bureau Director-General

Experience the Beauty of Antique Trails and Silver Grass

Miscanthus sinensis, also known as silver grass, grows in sunny-side slopes, mountains and
valleys. Every fall and winter, when the northeast wind starts to blow hard and people start
wearing warm clothes and bring umbrellas, it's time for the silver grass to blossom all over
the northeast coast hills and valleys. 1t is just like watching waves of huge silver flowers
swaying on the land. Ten years ago, the Northeast and Yilan Coast Administration combined
local resources and innovative tourist ideas to encourage people to go out on these cold,
wet days and enjoy the spectacular scenery. 7he Northeast Caoling Historical Trail Festival
is a big event every November. Visitors from all over the world crowd into Fulong. Silver
grass season becomes a fashionable topic between friends, families, and even bloggers. The
stories of the ancient trail and our ancestors are on everyone’s lips. Hiking upon the 8.5 km
long Caoling Historical Trail, thousands of visitors are astonished by its natural ecology as
well as cultural relics such as the two level-three national historic sites: the 7jger inscription
and the Siong /hen Man Yan inscription. Do not forget to plan your autumn journey, visiting
the trail and the silver grass to enjoy a magnificent experience of cultural, ecological and

intellectual beauty.

RBEHEAE BR BEE
Tourism Bureau Director-General, Hsieh Wei-chun
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Words from the Director of the Administration

An Autumn Banquet of Nature Wonders and Local Arts

Located in the mountainous border between Yilan and Taipei County, Caoling Historical
Trail is currently one of the two ancient trail remains from the Qing Dynasty. For leisure
and educational purposes, every November since 2002, the Administration holds an
annual festival for the silver grass season. It's a festival combining natural, ecological
and cultural history activities, attracting nearly a hundred thousand visitors in recent
years. Last year (2011) was the tenth year of the festival. In addition to celebrating the
100% year of ROC, the festival was even more eco-planned. From the design of leisure
activities to the promotion of the Golden Fulong Line Shuttle Bus, it's obvious that
eco-awareness is no more a slogan, but what is being practiced. This book records
the history of the Caoling Historical Trail for the last ten years. It includes nature and
animal ecology, cultural relics and activities. Looking forward to the next ten years, we'll
try our best to preserve the beauty of the northeast coast so that future generations will

have the chance to enjoy and appreciate the same beauty as we do today.

BRBEARRILAEEREFERAREERE ER FTEE

Director of the Administration, Hsu Zheng Long
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There is one kind of grass plant, in spite of the bitter cold and harsh environments that tries hard to emerge up from
the ground and grow high and tall. There was a group of brave people, fearless of suffering that earned their living by
hardworking: they were our ancestors. The story began two hundred years ago, when they walked up into the hills on

the Caoling Historical Trails, carrying their wares for trade and earning their living from the backbreaking walk.
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Hiking uphill to the pavilion at Wu-kou, one can enjoy the
great ocean of silver grass, which swings in the wind and
explains why the trail gets its name Caoling (grass peak). Every
autumn, when the northeast wind starts to blow, only the silver
grass can stand the strong breeze and survive all winter. Every
November, the silver grass grows abundantly on the mountains
around the northeast coast. When the silver grass ocean starts
to swing in the wind, it’s time for the annual silver grass season,
which is a big annual event in the Northeast and Yilan Coast

Administration, and attracts numerous visitors worldwide.
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The Past, Present, and
the Future of the Caoling
Historical Trail

Located between Taipei and Yilan County, the 8.5-km-
long Caoling Historical Trail is the remains of the
ancient Dan-Lan Historical Trail. In the past, the Dan-
Lan Historical Trail served as a main passage between
the east and west for nearly one hundred years. Due
to high casualties and the risk of shipping, people
would spend more time and energy communicating
via the mountain passage rather than taking the ship
to San Diego. Until today, the three remains of Dan-
Lan are the San-Diao-Ling Line, the Caoling Line,
and the Long-Ling Line. The old Caoling Line is the
Caoling Historical Trail that exists today. Visiting the
trail, one can start from the Dali Train Station, going
uphill through a small route beside the Dali temple.
Conversely one can start from Fulong or Gongliao
stations, walking all the way for forty minutes in the
direction to Yuanwangkeng. The latter approach is
generally recommended as the easier route. Here are
the recommended hiking routes: Yuanwangkeng—The
Arched Bridge—Horse-Falling-to-Death Bridge—Big
Banyan area—Saint’s Footprint Rock—Siong /hen
Man Yan Inscription—picnic area—The 7iger
Inscription—Mountain Peak (Earth God Shrine)
—Remains of an Old Inn—Visitor's Center—Dali

Temple
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Dr. History: More Stories About Dan-Lan Historical Trail

Here are the entire routes of Dan-Lan Historical Trail: Mengjia(Wanhua)— Xikou(Songshan)—Nangang—
Shuifanji(Xizhi)—> Wudu— Qidu— Badu— Nuannuan—Shiqgiuvling— Dajilong Street(Keelung)—
Ganzailai(Ruifang)— Sandiaoling— Dingshuangxi— Gangzailiao(Gongliao)— Caoling— Dalijian(Dali)—

Wushi Harbor (Toucheng) — Jiaox— Yilan

According to historical documents, the construction process of Dan-Lan Historical
Trail is as below:

('I) At the end of Qian Long Era, the Bai Lan family of Pingpu tribes constructed a mountain passage from
Nuannuan through Sandiaoling fo Yilan. However, the route is now too old to find.

(2) In 1807 (the twelfth year of Jiaging Emperor at Qing Dynasty), starfing from Sijico Pavilion, passing through Ruifang,
Sandiaoling, Dingshuangxi, to Caoling and Yilan, Taiwan Prefect Yang Ting Li led froops to construct another passage
east of the Bai Lan passage. This passage was regarded as the predecessor of today’s Caoling Historical Trail.

(3) In 1823 (the third year of Daoguang Emperor at Qing Dynasty), the local senior Lin Ping Hou donated
money to fix the Yang passage, which allowed carriages to pass through. In the sixth year of the emperor
Xianfeng's reign, Lin’s son fixed the passage from Sijiao Pavilion to Mudan pit. This completed the Caoling
Historical Trail that we walk on today. Existing for more than one hundred years, the Caoling Historical Trail
played an important role in improving the development of Yilan, and helped bring together the aborigine

people and Pingpu tribes by way of convenient communication.
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From Stone Treads
to Brick Trail

In the very beginning, the Caoling Historical
Trail was constructed by ancestors from South
China. They used local sandstone to piece
together rectangular shapes and followed
the topography of the terrain, making "stone
treads” as ladders. However, since the opening
of the coastal highway, fewer and fewer people
commuted through the trail, and so the trail
became desolate for decades. Ten years ago,
the Administration started to re-build the trail.
The ancient road track was found and repaired
with stone bricks. Along the routes, three
pavilions were built for visitors to take a rest,
and one Visitors” Center was opened at Dali,
available to provide tourist information and

service.
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Along the trail are broad-leave

ancient cultural Highlights scattered along_.i__‘
include the Hops€ZRalling-to-Death Bridge. the

Rock of Celestial Footsteps, and two inscriptjef’rs'"'

— the Siong Jhen"Man Yan inscription (meaning

bravely quell the violent mists) andsthe Tiger

inscription, which are both listed as level three

national historical sites.
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Start off from a remote corner of the earth. Push aside the tall and tightly packed

white silver grass. Step on the ancient stone stairs and trails. Imagine walking
alongside those pioneers and ancestors. Here we are, on the stone trails of the
Caoling Historical Trail of Taiwan's Northeast Coast. It is a whole new experience

of communing with nature and sharing the pioneering spirit.
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Yuanwangkeng Water Park

Located on the way to the Caoling
Historic Trail, the Yuanwangkeng
Water Park is surrounded by
mountains and offers travelers
different trails and pavilions, terraced
fields and grasslands, streams and
waterfalls, lotus pools and water
activity areas. It provides quiet and
beautiful recreation spots that can be
enjoyed by all. Here, visitors can enjoy
the natural scenery and take a rest at
the wooden pavilions overlooking the
qQuaint terraced rice fields. The green
park provides a tranquil and joyful

haven for all, adults and kids alike.
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People say that once upon a time there
were traveling merchants riding horses

along this path from Keelung. Exhausted

and tired from fatigue, they crowded onto
Profile of the Park

the narrow bridge and some weak horses
Traffic: Driving along Tai-Two coastal highway north to south, between Aodi and Fulong, el fivenm (e bridge i giving the bl’idge

one can turn right by the gas station and drive for another 1.3 km to reach the Earth God .
its current name.
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Temple. Turning left into the Caoling Historical Trail, fravel for another 1.1 km to reach an

imitation Tudor-style building which is a public toilet and the water park entrance. Parking
is available inside the water park, and it takes only five minutes drive from Fulong. The
alternative route is to drive along the #106 Highway, and connect to Tai-Two Bing at Pingxi.
Landscape: Yuanwangkeng is an open V-shaped valley to the north, with
Yuanwangkeng River flowing through the valley from the southeast to the northwest.

Distinguishing Features: Convenient and well-paved trails give access o streams,
waterfalls, pavilions, lotus pools and water playing areas for children. The one-hectare park
is surrounded by mountains and fields. It provides a retreat away from the bustle of the

outside world.



CYRTEEIN T
WEBHE KA ERERGFH  ZEELHARLLE
BHEN  BRERE  BHITE > XEHUHERETE
Fo REBERE > HAEFAH > LEBLE > BHAER-

AR—BH TEHRAKERATGFRERRZHE > — %
FHRES » WHER > EERR LR > WRBLT £
B HLHMERES—Fc HABRKTENR - HAESR
FEBELRE [HEZE| 4BAF  RRETHERKE
BRS o R ELEN  RERERELWEARE S > &
RETAGHENRE -

FZEEHAE : HABRIAHAFELEREN > RE
FER > ERBELEEHR SOORALTERE - SIHBREN
Wb HEREBWEG  BILHAF -

Width: 3.36 meters
Height: 1.19 meters
Word Width: 0.55 meters
Word Height: 0.17 meters

Siong Jhen Man Yan Inscription

This inscription, a level three national historical site, has its roots in legend. It is said that during
the sixth year of the reign of Emperor Tong-zhi of the Qing Dynasty, Taiwan's Chief Commander Liu
Ming Deng went on a northern inspection tour. As they passed the Caoling mountainside a thick
fog suddenly filled the air causing all to panic. Chief Commander Liu quickly grabbed a brush and
inscribed the four words Siong /hen Man Yan (meaning bravely quell the violent mists) to quell the
evil spirits in the mountain. Another legend said that the reason why Chief Commander Liu inscribed
the four words was to eliminate the worsening problem of robbery in the mountain. Thieves severely
threatened the safety of the traveling merchants. There is yet another legend about the inscription. It
is said that Chief Commander Liu's younger brother once led a group of five hundred people on the
trail. When they passed through this area, they unexpectedly confronted a group of aborigines and
all were killed at this spot. Later, when Chief Commander Liu passed through this area, he made the

inscription to mourn his brother and the troops.
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Inscription: on arenaceous rock, facing south
Inscription Width: 7 meters

Inscription Height: 4 meters

Calligraphy Word Width: 0.4 meters
Calligraphy Word height: 1 meter

The 7iger Inscription

This is also a level three national historic site. The legend goes that during the sixth
year of the reign of Emperor Tong-zhi of the Qing Dynasty, Chief Commander Liu
Ming Deng and his troops were once again traveling for an inspection, this time
to Gemalan. Again they encountered a very strong, peculiar wind. Liu immediately
inscribed the word 7iger (quoting from 7he Book of Changes: the Wind Shall Follow
the Tiger) making the way safe for people traveling through the area. It is also said
that Chief Commander Liu inscribed at least two other Tiger inscriptions on the
island. Besides Liu Ming Deng, other military officers in Chinese history, such as Liu
Yong Fu (during emperor Guangxu’s reign in the Qing Dynasty) liked to write the

word Tiger, but did not necessarily make it into inscription.
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Dr. History: the Standing Tiger of Liu Ming Deng

Some say that the reason why Commander Liu was so fond of writing the word
Tiger was due to an aide's advice. The aide, surnamed Li, was very good at reading
physiognomy, and once fold Liu that since his zodiac animal was a tiger and
since tigers were relatively rare in Taiwan, he should write more Tiger inscriptions.
Commander Liu was convinced and started to write the word Tiger whenever he
had free time. Later, the aide Li gave him more advice after taking a look at his
numerous Tiger calligraphic renditions. He told Commander Liu that his handwriting
was like a crouching tiger, dispirited and passive. Instead of that, he should write the
word Tiger with an up- standing and high-spirited pose. Since then, Commander
Liu's calligraphic Tiger efforts were transformed into a standing tiger style. Therefore,

today in Taiwan, the remains of Liu's tiger monuments are held in high esteem.
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Taoyuan Valley

Long ago this area was called Bundling Cows Mountain and was known for a three-kilometer sloped grassy
plain that was used as a pasture by farmers. The valley is open and provides very good views overlooking
the Pacific Ocean to the east and northwards to the Longdong Cape. The valley, with four hiking trails, is a

paradise for hikers who can enjoy exquisite mountain and ocean scenery, especially from the tops of the trail.

Four Routes of Taoyuan Valley

Geography: Located between Gongliao District,

New Taipei County, and Daxi Village, Yilan, Taoyuan Valley is surrounded by mountains and the ocean.
Trails: include four hiking routes:

1. Caoling Route: 7km in length, including a 4.5 km walk from Wu-Kou to Taoyuan Valley, and 2.5 km from Dali
Temple hiking entrance to Wu-Kou.

2. stone Guanyin Route: 3.5km long in total, starting from Dali or Daxi in Yilan, through Stone Guanyin Temple
to Taoyuan Valley.

3. Daxi Route: 5 km in total, from Daxi in Yilan, o Taoyuan Valley, especially famous for its forest bathing.

4. Neiliao Route: 1 km long from Xico Jia Zhuang in Gonglico, New Taipei City to Taoyuan Valley.
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Wu-Kou

Located in a hollow where two mountains
overlap, Wu-Kou pavilion offers
exquisite open views, especially when
the northeast wind blows in autumn.
It gently blows upon the white silver
grass that grows all over the mountains.
Standing on the pavilion visitors can

enjoy the beauty of Turtle Island.
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Saint’s Footprint Rock

According to legend, a saint
once lived here, and left a big
footprint embedded in the tree

on the cliff.
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Earth God Shrine

Built in 1925 (some say the date should be
earlier than the 7iger inscription and Siong
Jhen Man Yan Inscription), the shrine, one to
two feet tall, is devoted to both the earth god
and goddess, which is quite rare. Generally the
shrines scattered on the island are devoted to
the earth god only. In front of the shrine there
stands a boundary tablet that marks the dividing

line between Taipei and Yilan counties.
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Dr. History: Five Origins of the Earth God and Goddess

1. According to legend, in the Zhou Dynasty, a faithful servant named Zhang Ming De escorted
the daughter of his master to her father. Unfortunately on the way they encountered a blizzard.
Zhang sacrificed himself by taking off his coat to save the daughter’s life. When he was dying of
hypothermia, a line of words showed up high in the sky. If read: "Southern Heavenly Gate Earth
God". Later on, his master built a shrine to worship Zhang out of gratitude and the plaque that was

hung up in the shrine read "Earth God (fude zheng shen)".

2. Once upon a fime, an old man and his son relied upon each other. After his son died, the
father became very lonely and sad. One day, he got a god’s notice that he would meet his
son again. Completely convinced, he later encountered a baby snake and regarded the
snake as the symbol of his son. He brought the snake home and treated it as his son. Years later,
the father released the grown snake back to the mountain, but it starfed to harm people. The
sad old father had no choice but to kill the snake by his own hand. Later, the local officials

esteemed him as the Earth God out of gratitude.

3. It is said that a diligent and caring local official was highly respected and adored by people.
One day he lost his life on duty. The people built a shrine to worship him as the Earth God in

memory of his benevolence.

4. The origin of “God of the Earth": During the Qin Dynasty, a lady named Meng Jiang stood on
the Great Wall and cried for her husband who was killed building the Great Wall. It is said that
her sorrow was so powerful so that the Wall was torn down to expose a pile of white human
bones buried underneath. Thanks to the advice of a white haired senior, Meng Jiang identified
the remains of her husband. Later she again lost her husband’s remains due fo the senior’s further
advice. Meng Jiang blamed the white-haired old man, asking him to return her husband's body. So
the white-haired man promised to guard her husband'’s tomb, which ended up in the folk belief that

the God of the Earth guards fombs.

5. The story of the Earth God and Goddess: According to legend, the Earth Goddess was very
selfish while the Earth God was very merciful. Whenever he saw people needing help, he would
do all he could to help. Moreover, when he saw people’s sorrow due to the death of their loved
ones, he would try to bring the dead back to life. But the Earth Goddess had different opinions.
She thought that what the Earth God did was
against natural law. Later the Earth God
accepted her opinion and that's why people
always worshipped the Earth God rather than
the Earth Goddess. So far, only a few shrines in
Tainan and Sanxia, and the shrine here in Caoling,
worship both the Earth God and the Earth
Goddess.
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Dali Remains of an Old Inn

Long ago this structure served as a place for traveling merchants to
rest. In the Qin Dynasty it took at least two days to commute between
Yilan and Taipei. The traveling merchants would stop by the inn, rest
for one night, and continue their trip the next day. The inn was built
in the typical local way, with walls made from stone and brick, and the
roofs made out of silver grass. The door was low, and people need to
bend to get in. The main building of the old inn is hard to recognize,
with only some bricks and stones still remaining, but every year during
the Silver Grass Season Festival a tea stand is set up here to prepare

ginger tea for visitors.
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The Second Remains of the Old Inn at Caoling Historical Trails

Along the Caoling Historical Trail, in addition to the well-known Remains of Old Inn
near Dali, there is another old inn near Yuanwangkeng. According fo the local senior,
Lu A Yu, the old inn near Yuanwangken, Fen Guan Inn, was named after its hostess
Huang Fen (Guan was the respectful title for women in old times). Those heading
for Keelung or Taipei from Yilan used to take a rest at the inn. It was also called

Sandiaoling Caoling Big Hotel, or Yuanwangkeng Grand Hotel.
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Maintenance & Management
Office

Formerly a maintenance unit for the forest,
the office was built in 1970. It is responsible
for protecting the forest from fire, unlawfully
logging, or cultivating farms in areas where
soil conservation should be maintained. Since
1990, the office was transformed into a tourist
information station, and now serves as an
important stop for visitors to take a break

during the Silver Grass Festival.
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Dali Temple

Located in Toucheng, Yilan, this is also
called the Caoling Qing Yun Temple. With
mountains at the back and the ocean to its
front, spectacular views are offered here.
Established for two hundred years, the temple
is devoted to the Jade Emperor and every year
on the ninth of January many people arrive

here to celebrate and worship at the temple.
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History of Dali Temple

In the Z”dyear of emperor Jiaqing's reign during the Qin Dynasty — Wu Ming De, from
Zhangpu, carried the Jade Emperor statue overseas to Taiwan, and settled in Yian.

In the 16" year of emperor Daoguan's reign during the Emperor at Qin Dynasty — the
temple was built and named Dali Temple.

In the 30" year of emperor Guanxu's reign during the Qin Dynasty — the temple was
rebuilt and renamed as Qingyun temple.

In 1932—The temple was rebuilt again by Wu Jin Zhi, Li Mu Lai, Lan A Shun, Huang Tian
Cheng, and others.

In 1948—work on the front hall commenced and it was completed in 1950.

In 1957—the Qingyun Temple Committee was established.

In 1960—two arches over the gateway were built.

In 1963—a park in back of the temple was open for sightseeing.

In 1969—rebuilding of the Lingxiao Palace was started, it was completed two years later.
In 1976—the temple was rebuilt.

In 1990—the nearly seven-thousand-square-meter culture activity center of the temple

was completed.
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Dali Visitors' Center

Officially open to the public in 1997,
the center offers a display of cultural
and historical documents, a multi-media
presentation and guide services. Located in
the Dali entrance into the Caoling Historical
Trail, the center also provides a replica of

the 7jger Inscription in front of its gates for

visitors to make their own ink rubbings.
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The Art of Making Ink Rubbings

In general, the circular monument is called a stone tablet, while a square one is called an
inscription. The most well known is the Tigerinscription, located in the border between Taipei
and Yilan County. Erected in 1867 (the sixth year of emperor Tongzhi's reign in the Qing
Dynasty), it was inscribed by Taiwan Commander Liu Ming Deng for the purpose of quelling
evil spirits in the mountain. The strokes of the inscribed Tiger are so vigorous and energetic that
people now like fo make ink rubbings. However, there is no water around the area to help
clean the inscription after making an ink rubbing and so the surface of the inscription is soaked
with black ink. In late 1987, the ink rubbings of the 7iger inscription, a level-three national
historical relic, were prohibited according to the Cultural Asset Protection Law. Since then, the
administration created an imitation of the 7iger Inscription at Dali Visitors' Center so people

can safely make ink rubbings.
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Skills and Steps of the Ink Rubbings

Preparation

1. Brushes: use long and shorthaired bristle brushes and small shoe brushes.

2. Rice Paper: also known as Xuan Paper, better with double-sided Xuan paper for its stretching quality.

3. Sprayer: for an even, fine spray on the rice paper.

4. Bdiji Water: as a Chinese medicine powder, Baiji is sticky when mixed with water. Spray Baiji water on
the inscription before pasting the rice paper.

5. Pins: puncture the strokes with pins to squeeze the air inside out.

6. Toilet Paper: this soaks up water from the rice paper until it recovers its original white color.

7. Ink: use black ink.

8. Dabber: a ball-shaped device filled with cotton, wood dust or sand in the middle and wrapped with
leather or fine cloth (cotton is better than the later two). The dabber can be large, medium or small
according fo the size of the inscription.

9. Used Newspaper: unfold the newspaper on the ground and use it fo put the ink-rubbed rice paper
down.

Steps of Ink Rubbings

Ink rubbing is a process of cultivating one’s character: it takes patience, physical strength, and stability.
Before rubbing, one should read the inscribed content very carefully and thoroughly understand what
the inscription means. It's similar to the observation of calligraphy before copying it. The steps and skills of
ink rubbings are as follows:

1. Cleansing the inscription: gently brush soil dirt or dust from the surface; careful not fo damage the
cultural relics.

2. Spraying the Baiji water on the inscription surface: before pasting the rice paper onto the inscription,
spray some Baiji water on the inscription. It helps to preserve the ink-rubbed rice paper from decay or
moisture.

3. Pasting the Paper: the rice paper should be a little larger than the inscription. Be careful not to make
any wrinkles on the paper and paste from top to bottom or the middle to both sides.

4. Spraying Water: spray on the pasted rice paper fo make it soft and stick on the inscription surface.

5. Squeezing Air Out: brush along the paper’'s edge and use pins to stab small holes on the paper to
squeeze out the air inside. Gently press the rice paper with toilet paper to make it even more flat.

6. Pressing and Soaking: cover 1 to 3 cotfton paper tissues on top and press gently with one’s palm or
brush (the brush should be held vertically) to make sure the indents of every calligraphic stroke are tightly
close to the rice paper. Then soak up the water.

7. Inking: wait until the rice paper is dry and returns fo a white color; pour the ink info the ink tray and dip
the dabber in the ink. Pat on the rice paper evenly and gently; be sure to use the dabber vertically to the
paper and from the bottom up or from the center to the sides.

8. Completion: mend the ink mark if necessary; then carefully remove the rice paper from the inscription
and let it dry on fop of the unfolded newspaper on the ground. Roll up the rice paper together with the
newspaper when the ink is totally dry.

9. Cleansing Out: be sure to clean the inscription surface as well as the nearby surroundings; remember to
show appreciation and thank the inscription owner.

Tips for Ink Rubbings

The only tip for ink rubbings is to keep on practicing. The pillars of a temple, columns of traditional halls,
and the inscribed walls of schools are safe, perfect places for ink rubbings. Be sure to ask for permission in

advance, and cleanse the nearby surroundings after making a rubbing.
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In autumn, in the mountain valleys on the northeast coast, the colors change from yellow and
green to white with natural grace. Pushing aside the tall and swaying silver grass sparkling
under the sun, there are centuries-old historical trails that we seem to have met before.
Hiking along the trails, a whole new green wonderland full of trees, bugs, birds, plants, and
other creatures is waiting down the path. It's time to experience the ecological beauty and
mystery at Caoling area.
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In addition of a trail of natural beauty, historical legends and cultural relics, the Caoling Historical
Trail is also an ecological treasure. It is rich in flora and fauna and the environment provides shelter
for a variety of creatures and plants to survive and grow. The forest here is very old, with a mixture of
common species of coastal forests and low-elevation forest. If one observes carefully, some rare and
treasured birds and insects are not hard to find. These include: Nephila pilipes, Matrona cyanoptera,
Danaus genutia, Pomponia linearis, larva of Red bugs, Stainers, Dysdercus cingulatus, Papilio bianor
thrasymedes, Paraglenea swinhoei Bates, kriesche, click beetle, Bubulcus ibis, and Formosan Blue
Magpie. The common plants that can be seen include the Formosan sugar palm, Makino Bamboo
forest, Giant Elephant Ear, Alpinia zerumbet, Ginger Lily, Longflower Lily, Taiwan Spinulose Tree

Fern, Silver Grass, Fargesia, Giant-Leaved Making-Nut, Taiwan Acacia, and ferns.
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Silver Grass:
The Wonderful Gift from the Nature

The first impression people get for the Caoling Historical Trail is always the swaying silver
grass. It's a common plant here in terrain at low attitude. Different from other plants blooming
and growing in spring and summer, silver grass blossoms from late autumn. When northeast
wind starts to blow hard in winter, it's the prime time for silver grass to bloom. The spectacular
scene of the silver grass waves swaying all over the mountain and valley attracts visitors
worldwide every year. Though the beauty of blossoming silver grass is obvious, hikers are not
so fond of silver grass. This is because the silver grass contains "silicon" which can easily cut
a person’s skin and so hikers often get hurt. Despite this, silver grass is quite useful in older,
agrarian times. At that time, silver grass was used to make brooms, grass roofing and was even
used in traditional Chinese medicine! Silver grass is not only useful to people, but also for

birds. Some birds use it to build nests; some even build their nest in the silver grass bushes!
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Silver Grass: Miscanthus sinensis var. glaber

Instead of Miscanthus floridulus, the most common Miscanthus sp. in low alfitudinal Taiwan,
Miscanthus sinesis var. glaber is found in Caoling. While Miscanthus floridulus has leaves green
on the back and blooms in May and June, Miscanthus sinesis var. glaber has leaves with
white awns and white powder on the back and blooms from October to January.Blooming
from October to November, its early flowers appear reddish. About one to three
meters high, silver grass generally grows on the grasslands. In addition to thriving on the
Caoling Historical Trail on the Northeast Coast, Yangminshan and Jiufen are two sites for
populations of silver grass. Be sure to wear long sleeved clothes and pants when walking

into silver grass bush, as the leaves can cut your skin.
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Five Plant Ecologies at the Caoling Historical Trail

According to the ancient book Roads and Districts in Taipei, written by Yao Ying in the Qing Dynasty,
before the trail became the passage between Yilan and Taipei, the natural feature there was a sub-
tropical world. It was full of ancient forests, flourishing trees, lianas, and rare animals. Until today,
this area still has many individual ecologies including plants, birds, bugs, trees, and other animals.
Along the trail, there are approximately 284 species of vascular plants, including 47 kinds of ferns,
one kind of stalk plant, 200 kinds of Dicotyledon and 36 kinds of Monocotyledon. As for the
vegetation along the Caoling Historical Trail, from the coast to the land there are coastal plants, fruit
farms and reforestation areas. There are also high grass areas, bush grass areas, windbreak low forest,

mountainous forest and agricultural land.

EEEREEINEEER - EREMEE - AT TRAERNEEEY)—RALE -
Japanese treebine is a climbing vine, with palm-shaped  Bridelia balansae is the volunteer plant under the
compound leaves. artificial plants.
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Flora: Broad-Leaved Forest,
Coniferous Trees and Grass Fern

Caoling is a good place for admiring silver grass in the autumn. Looking
around and seeing the trees growing near the hilltops, you would know that
Caoling was not always covered with silver grass. The environmental factors
in Caoling do not limit tree growth and forest formation. However, the
past several fires destroyed large tracts of forests. With the passing time,
forests have been recovered from the valleys toward the hilltops. Because
of unfavorable environments on hilltops, the succession proceeds pretty

slowly. Till now, Caoling is still mostly covered with grasses.
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Fig trees in warm and moist valleys

Figs are tropical tree species. There are 850 species of
figs in the world. In Taiwan, there are 18 species and 11
varieties, mostly distributed in low elevations, especially in
warm and moist valleys. Along Caoling ancient frails, 14
species of figs can be found.
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Hauvil fig

The major characteristic of figs is its fruit-ike syconia, in which
many flowers are hidden. Hauil fig's syconia with ridges on
the surface are its major difference from other figs. Its young

leaves are yellowish green.
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Harland fig

Harland fig's syconia have no ridges on the surface and its
young leaves are organge or red. Its syconia are often borne
on tfrunks. Among all figs, Harland fig requires the most humid
environment. Therefore, Harland figs often form dominant
communities in moist valleys of low altitudinal mountains
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Chinese hydrangea

To attract insects to pollinate, Chinese hydrangea evolved
two types of flowers. A circle of sterile ornamental flowers,
which have degenerate pistils and stamens, surrounds
the fertile flowers in the center. Supported high by slender
peduncles, the large white petal-like bracts look like white

butterflies flying above the florescence.
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Purple wood nettle

Growing in moist habitats, most species of nettle family have thin leaves with trinervate veins and small insignificant
flowers, which are pollinated by wind. Unlike most herbaceous species in nettle family, Purple wood nettle is a
shrub commonly found at low elevations of Taiwan. Its alternate leaves have purple petioles and its fruits look like

white berries covered sparsely with sesames.
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Chinese apes earring

In June, the white flowers similar to those of mimosa hang conspicuously all over the tree. However, the
most impressive characteristic of Chinese apes earring is its split mature pods in the end of the year. The

pods open to expose the blue powdery seeds hung at hila. Its bipinnate leaves are pretty large.
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Common glochidion

Common glochidion is a species of spurge family. Its
characteristic fruits look like miniature pumpkins. The mature
fruits split to show the fiery red inside. Its triangular stipules are
tough like thorns. The bark is grayish white with fine lengthwise
splits. Common glochidion is mostly distributed on the upper

hills and ridges.
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Beechey's fig

Beechey'’s fig has reddish syconia shaped like cows’ udders. Its leaves
are in the shape of papaya fruits. While most fig tfrees grow in warm
and moaist valleys at low elevations and do not shed leaves in the fall,
Beechey’s figs are distributed from low to middle elevations and shed
leaves in the fall. In warm springs, beechey’s figs shoot out red young

leaves.
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Big-leaved Fig is the main tree of India-charcoal Trema, the material ~ Wedelia, a herbaceous vine
low-altitude valley forest. for ancestors to make clogs
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As an indigenous species here in Taiwan and central China, Taiwan Actinidia can be found on the left of Earth
God Shrine at Wu-Kou. Its fruit, as big as a thumbnail, is an ancestor of the New Zealand kiwi fruit. The tree is
about two stories high and the fruits are mainly used by monkeys to eat.
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Lasianthus fordii Hance is very a special plant with furry white flowers and
blue fruit. If you rub its branch or leaf it smells like chicken droppings.
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Milk Fig Tree appears to be red.  luchuensis Mayr
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Vegetation Profile of

T & Caoling Historical Trails
1. E% 14. 151 | wax apple
2. BEY 15. Bk 2. Mallotus paniculatus
3. Wi 16. F-345 3. Formosan sugar palm
4. tEEME 17. It 4. Taiwan acacia
5. WEF 18. HERE S. Giant elephant ear
6. IR 19. EEtH 6. Pinus luchuensis Mayr
7. KEf 20. 157K 7. Large-leaved nanmu
8. %ERA 21. IMEREF 8. Hauil Fig Tree
9. KEAR 22. KER 9. Milk Tree
10. KZM 23. NJ#3 10. Oldham's saurauia
11. #I%H 24. HitC II. Red Nanmu
12. @& 25. IR 12. Formosan Sweet Gum
13. i EBBEE 26, FFEER 13. Common Glochidion
= 27. &17 14. Cleyera japonica
. 28. 7KH IS. Alpinia zerumbet
38 8%, 16. Milk Fig Tree
17 o
9 'Q"v" iz Réd Nl 21. Litsea hypophaea Hayata
1 '.,; 18. Silver grass 22. Wendlandia formosana Cowan
1 g,_:’;!‘ 19. Common tree fren . (B METERE
124 “-.J‘ 20. Eurya emarginata 54 giepold Ardisia
12 5'-%%‘( ;2 E‘Omfm:.] Schefflera
7;‘;*‘51’ . 1n$s ig
6 "'?GI‘ " 27. Makmo‘Bamboo
LY 28. paddy field
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It's been ten years since the first festival of the silver grass season. Ten years Festival becomes a big event every November. As time passes by we're not getting
ago, the Northeast and Yilan Coast Administration combined local resources and any younger, but the passion and enthusiasm that we have for the land is not
innovative tourist ideas to encourage people to go out on these cold, wet days and altered at all. Stepping again onto the hundred year stone trial and pushing aside
enjoy the spectacular scenery. Since then, the Northeast Caoling Historical Trail the tightly packed white silver grasses, we know we're home.
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Profile of the Annual Festival

Time: every November to December

Location: along the trail, Fulong and Dali Visitors’ Center, and Lingjiushan

Length: The Caoling Historic Trail is 8.5 km long and can be traversed in three to four hours.
Routes: starting either from Yuanwangkeng to Dali (north to south) or from Dali to
Yuanwangkeng (south to north), or starting from Fulong Hu-Zi Mountain, passing
through Yuanwangkeng, and arriving at Dali

History: Located between Yuanwangkeng, Gongliao Town, Taipei County and Dali,
Toucheng Town, Yilan County, it served as the main route between Taipei and Yilan
for previous generations. The remains of the Danshuei-to-Lanyang Pathway date
back to the Qing Dynasty.

Features: when the northeast wind starts to blow, the spectacular scene of green
mountains and valleys covered with swaying white silver grass

Reminder: no artificial lighting along the trail so visitors should start hiking before 2:00

pm to ensure they can safely return from any hike
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2002/What a Lovely Autumn!

Every autumn, the Caoling Historical Trail is covered with white silver grass and the landscape
provides a spectacular view of this grass waving in the wind. Since November 2002, the
Administration started the first Silver Grass Festival, and since then, the annual silver grass season
has become a tradition. It is an important festival on the Northeast Coast. A number of interesting
activities were held during the festival. For example, one could collect stamps to exchange for
souvenirs, there was a folklore craft exhibition, there were demonstrations of traditional Taiwanese
handmade toys, a local historical market stand and painting contests between parents and kids. For
the convenience of visitors, a free shuttle bus traveled between Fulong and the Dali Visitors® Center.

The first annual silver grass festival attracted up to two thousand five hundred visitors a day and one

hundred and fifty hundred visitors in one month.
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2003/The Northeast Coast’s Third Silver Grass Season

In celebration of the reopening of Fulong Visitors” Center, the second-year silver grass festival
became the focal activity of the administration for the year, with larger scale activities and resources.
With the sponsorship of other related organizations, such as North Area Coast Guard, Gongliao
Township Office, Toucheng Township Office, ROC Hiking Association, ROC Mountain Association,
and the North Coast Traveling Association, this year's festival provided even more fascinating
activities and attracted more visitors than the first year. Visitors embraced the beautiful views
from the historic trails while hiking and enjoyed interesting games along the way. In addition to
collecting stamps to exchange for souvenirs, a folklore craftsmanship exhibition, the demonstration
of traditional Taiwanese handmade toys and painting contests that had been held at the last year,
several new activities were held for the second-year festival. These included photography along the
trail, making ink rubbings and poem writing contests. The newly reopened Fulong Visitors" Center,
had a Driftwood Sculpture Exhibition Hall, Recreational Experience Area and a maze for children
which was very popular with kids. The opening day created a record of single day admissions of up to
3,200 visitors. This exceeded the number for the first year, and attracted more than twenty thousand

visitors in total for the whole month.
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One section on the trail was
designed and decorated as

a cultural and ecological
corridor and named #/e
Driftwood Art Galley. Along
the corridor, slices of
wooden boards made out

of the driftwood left by

the typhoon Na-tan were
hung high on the trees

at two sides. Traditional
Taiwanese old proverbs

of wisdom were carved

onto the board, such as “evil men like to say

something flattering” or “social engagement and worldly pursuit can

waste one's fortune”.

2004/When the Historical Trail Meets the Silver Grass

In celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the administration, this year’s silver grass season festival
attracted nearly seven hundred visitors on the opening day. Many were visiting the Caoling Historical
Trail for more than the first time since the first year of the festival. Unfortunately, the grass all over
the mountain and valley was partly destroyed by the typhoon Na-tan and its fourteen-degree fierce
wind. However, visitors still rushed into the northeast coast area to experience the silver autumn
without feeling disappointed. Besides the normal-held activities, such as collecting stamps to
exchange souvenirs, ink rubbing lessons were given for the first time. Visitors could take their own
rubbing creations home after DIY lessons. Moreover, a whole new scenic spot called Yuanwankeng
Water Park (shown as the big photograph on page 89) was designed and constructed at the entrance
of Caoling Historical Trail. Inside the park there was an area for parent-child interaction, a balcony
for resting, an underwater pavilion, bridges and brooks, ecological pools, stone trails and even a
hand-operated pump and waterwheel that can only be seen in rural areas. Visitors could recapture
the simple lifestyle of the old days before walking along the old, historic trails. The festival attracted

more than forty thousand visitors in total for just one month.
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2005/Revisit the Trail as a Wonderland

The main theme of the year was ‘Revisit the Trail as a Wonderland', implying the regrowth and
new abundance of silver grass after the destruction of the previous years typhoon Na-tan. Along
the trail from the 7jger Inscription to Wukou, where silver grass recovered to bloom in its greatest
numbers, visitors were lingering around to take a photo as a memento. In addition to the regular
activities during the festival, such as collecting stamps for souvenirs, hot ginger tea drinks, and DIV
ink rubbings, there were some other new activities this year. Among them were photograph contests

on the Northeast Coast Trails, Poem and Folksong Performances and a Folklore Arts and Crafls
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Exhibition. Moreover, for the first time Hakka proverbs were included and carved onto the wooden

:

boards of the Driftwood Art Galley. These were located along the trail from the big banyan tree to

e

the 7iger Inscription. On the other hand, at Dali Visitors’ Center, a ‘shells DIY" and exhibition was

>

[
&3

offered for the first time. There were also three small Tiger Inscription replicas for visitors to make

ink rubbings. Last but not least, the photograph contest aimed to promote the natural beauty of the
northeast coast by encouraging visitors to get close to nature and have a picture taken as a souvenir.

One last thing deserves to be mentioned. This year was the first strategic alliance of other related
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organizations, such as 7-II convenience store, local travel agencies and hot spring associations. The
cooperation of multiple industries not only provided various preferential tour packages for visitors to
choose from, but greatly broadened local sightseeing development. Admissions for the first weekend

accumulated to eight thousand, setting a new record for the festival
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2006/When the Silver Grass Flies in the Wind

As usual, the fifth Silver Grass Season Festival was opened in November, when the mountain and
valley of the northeast coast was covered with swaying white, silver grass. This year “mountain
bandits” characters were created for the first time, aiming to increase excitement and amusement
for hiking on the trails. During the festival, ‘mountain bandits’ were scattered along the trail to
provide interesting stops for hiking visitors. The mountain bandits, going and coming like ghosts,

would hinder visitors and ask questions. If visitors could answer correctly, the reward was some

i’% unexpected surprise or gift. However if the answer was wrong, visitors would be asked to play games
‘1':‘ - with the mountain bandits and hopefully win back their freedom. Visitors could sometimes also win
ABERERTFASHLES - ASTHEURERS - g
intricate souvenirs. The origin of mountain bandits along the trail can be traced back to the Qing &
. Dynasty when the trail served as a main route for merchants to commute and trade. Sometimes the r;%
?tz merchants would encounter mountain bandits. Only those with wisdom and courage could find their g
A %%,* way. This spirit was what the administration hoped to maintain. That is why during the festival the g =
‘_g historic theme ‘mountain bandits’ was brought back to life. The ‘bandits” were acted by staff wearing ﬁf
\ disguises! This year, aside from the regular activities from previous years, was the first time the /
100 administration cooperated with bloggers who wrote articles on the topic of the Caoling Historical 01
W Trail. Through the Internet, the festival soon became a hit and attracted nearly two thousand visitors =
Fi for the first weekend. It even created a new chic trend of hiking and walking on the green grass or §
% historic stone trails. 'g
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2007/Journey of the Nostalgic Trail

The main theme of this year was to return to the ancients. The trail was designed as an antique
passage through the Qing Dynasty two hundred years ago. Visitors stepping onto the stone trail felt
like being taken by a time machine, back into the past in just a minute. Because the festival was so
highly commented on, the administration extended the activity period for the first time: extending
the festival by one more week to early December. In addition to the regular activities from previous
years, several novel and amusing games were designed for the year. These included ‘Modeling for
Mountain Bandits" at the Caoling Historical Trail, ‘Marching to Bandits Hideout” where prizes were
given away to contestants, and finally a Flour Miniature Art Exhibition. More than that, the host unit
especially designed “the space-time capsule” for visitors to write messages to their loved ones and
keep inside a capsule. Those who were successful through trials by the mountain bandits had the
ATETHEE - chance to get one capsule. After writing down their message, the capsule was sealed up and saved in
the administration for

one year. It wasn't f

until October the
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RERHBIEHEER - BEERS ) R e e s started, that the
e (5 : ] _' f - A g capsules would be
| | sent to their loved
ones. Visitors were
fascinated by the
concept of time
travel capsules and
eagerly joined the
activity during the
festival. On the
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first weekend of
the festival three
thousand five

hundred visitors
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crowded into the

Northeast Coast,

ARRERNRESORm

some even coming

all the way from

Kaohsiung!
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The Legend of the Silver Grass

3
J//.I

Me

i

PR

I

BiiE]

HiFHEEs

=

jut

=)

R

AER TUBERAE)

FETIE

3

ATTEZHENE

INEERS °

Ell

RSN BENKEITNE

Z
=




S
/ FES - RrH

S

AR+ DEEE S — AR S EERE

2008

SLERKAERFEENS
(Fe itk = ]

08 The Stors caf: 3

EREHERFEHRI NG CE  HEARM . i i ASEEEEENHBESNED > TRA ARKESVRSFHS)BRSEEE -  AXBVREEA  BEERGEREALEENAR - A
FEORLEAEEAK > 54 E T = BRIVER - SRETHNELEE - BOERSEANSE (RSN - (FR—ERAES -
R UMHRAH TR FH LA > &R
ERBMAERMARH - BRATEURY ~
BARBRAREREELHEISNE - E it
Fhp LN T KRR WE - TUE
HEMREEAR N T ERLRITES
REAATERATEERESR |

BT OB S H

EEEWEE W

[ LB H — W

N R TH#EE
H—AERE] > Htuw TENZF
ARB K THE#H% -~ 25 A ~ £RKIE
ADIVHZ | SURBOREH [#
RAE] R T8F0] #zEEY
[EERUW L £EF > HEHFH
ERAME R REE  -TAEEEER
RBWBE— S RMAD - AP
BlEurH BFEZREEmEH
B Foh o RERAEBEN [EH
Z &) BEWE] - BALEEHE
B wiEERE RBUGHFY
TEBHZAMES] RFEHE (FEA
E) » AEBEHETHANT G -

AH CFREIEER SV ERMEMERDEEEE

B B %3l 10,000 % 4% #

RELEEEE > A THHE 200 FR BEHRLRKBHEE: 20 H
HO(S) o B HABE LA EE > MEFEHEARNA7ELEE
REWEN\NFHRENBEE > ARTEREANES T E > ARG AN
RELE S F T AN ALK -

\ SSeIn) 19A[IS 3y} Jo puadat oy

s|iea] [edL0)SIH SuloBY Y3 JO 21MIN4 AY) PUB “JUISIIJ ‘ISE (BIS Y} PUE SUIBIUNOA Y] PUOADY SILIOWIA



WKL (BLEERFEELS)

2008/The Story of Silver Grass and the Historic Trail

By the seventh anniversary of the festival, the Silver Grass Season at Caoling Historical Trail had
become an important festival in autumn. For seven years, visitor numbers increased steadily and
most of them were visiting the trail for more than the first time. The historical trail is 8.5 km long,
and takes three to four hours return trip. It is a perfect hiking route for young and old alike. In order
to increase visitors’ enthusiasm for hiking and getting closer to the nature, the administration tried

very hard to come up with new intellectual games. This year many interactive activities were devised,

AERERRERED
such as ‘Breaking through the Barricade of Mountain Bandits' and the "Legend of the Ancient Trail—

Let’s Cosplay’, along with other regular and popular activities such as offering hot tea, DIV lessons
of ink rubbings, flour miniature art and leaf vein samples, a free shuttle bus service and last but not
least the collecting of stamps for souvenirs. This year, visitors who collected all the stamps could get
a useful square headscarf. This prize was too popular to meet the demand! In addition, the Caoling

Photograph Contest attracted many participants. First prize went to Yang Jin Xiu's work, 74e Longest
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Day at Caoling Historical Trail (shown as the large middle photograph on page IlI). Visitors flocked

S

into the Northeast Coast in an endless stream; creating a record of more than ten thousand visitor

=
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admissions in a single day and up to seventy thousand visitors in total for the festival.
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2009/The True Story of Silver Grass of the Caoling Historic Trail

Time travel from the future was the main theme of 2009. Combined with the concept of
environmental protection, this year's festival aimed to recall peoples’ awareness of protecting our
mother Earth. A fictitious character from the future, Xiao Ming, introduced the idea of environmental
conservation in the present. Xiao Ming came from the future, traveling through time to look for the
disappearing silver grasses on the Northeast Coast. The story told visitors that due to environmental
pollution the century-old silver grasses were wiped out in a night. The host unit hoped to arouse
peoples concern for the environment and to increase awareness of and to cherish the natural beauty
of the area before it is too late. The mountain bandits were again very popular characters this year.
However instead of asking for trouble, this year the bandits renounced evil and helped promote the
importance of environmental protection. In addition to the regular activities, a free body painting

art exhibition was offered at the Fulong Visitors’ Center. A Photograph Contest, ‘Shooting Yilan,’
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was held for the first time and at Dali Temple and free porridge for a safety blessing was also very

popular. Since 2002, visitor numbers were up to 550,000 in total over eight years.
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The Story of Silver Grass and the Historic Trail
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2010/A Poetic Journey
of Self-Realization and
Fulfillment

After eight successful years in a
row, the 2010 Silver Grass Season
Festival cooperated with an artist:
inviting nationally well-known
watercolorist Wang Jie to paint
some of the popular scenes along
Caoling Historical Trail. Wang
Jie painted the 7jger Inscription,
Wukou Pavilion and the Siong
Jhen Man Yan Inscription. With a
casual, simple and cozy style of
watercolor painting, the festival
aimed to provide a romantic and
poetic aura for this year. As usual,
the host unit, Northeast and Yilan
Coast Administration held a series
of activities and games during the
festival. This year these included a
Driftwood Art Gallery, collecting
stamps for souvenirs, a photograph
contest, hot ginger tea offerings,
ink rubbings and DIV lessons, a
flour miniature art exhibition and a
traditional handmade toy display.
Moreover, following the main theme
of cooperation, the host unit also
worked together with ‘Wind Music’
who presented several main theme
songs for the festival. These songs
were even available to the public to

download for free.
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Cross-themed Cooperation with Arts Creation
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Wang Jie

A well-known illustrator, winning several international prizes
Author of the ten illustrations for the 2010 Silver Grass Festival

Ph.D. candidate of the Arts College of Barcelona University, Spain

18 &

2007 ALBEXALEEE
2007 EEWEE &G EEHAH]
E & Lives in the windows 1% 2 & # & &
2008 EH—FEAEEHHE
2008 RAMEHREME () X
2008 XEBRTRALHEXRESEZENFEMAM
2008 FEIRBMEEEEEE—-NE
MK EEREEERE
REREHER
{E i Lives in the windows % ¥ & 31 & &
2007 personal exhibition held by Culture Bureau, Taipei County
2007 (Lives in the windows for Microsoft)
winner of 7imes Asia-Pacific Advertising Award
2008 joint exhibition at.A Group of People Gallery, Taipei
2008 columnist of the Traveler Magazine
2008 public art creation for Qidu Old Train Station
2008 (Lives in the windows for Microsoft)
only selected from Taiwan in Cannes Lions—
International Advertising Festival
selected illustration at 7/he New York Festivals

selected work of Longxi Awards
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2011/A Decade of Silver Grass Season at Caoling Historical Trails

Reaching a notable milestone in 2011- the tenth anniversary of the Silver Grass Festival - the
administration focused on ‘the image of perfection.” The theme this year was 7en Years of Prosperity.
During one month of the festival, visitors crowded onto the Caoling Historical Trail and some even
made more than one visit! In celebration of the tenth anniversary and also the 100" anniversary
of ROC, many novel and fascinating activities were held for visitors to experience and win prizes.
Activities included a Treasure Hunting Adventure, a Silver Grass Trip, Nostalgic Performances
along the trail and Sending Postcards to Friends/Family. There was also a free shuttle bus service to
Lingjiushan. Besides the regular, special activities, for the first time this year visitors could combine
hiking and biking. With the Taiwan Shuttle Bus — the Golden Fulong Line was open to the public.
After hiking the Caoling Historical Trail, visitors could take a trip to nine scenic spots. These spots
included Ruifang, Jiufen, the Golden Ecological Park, Shuinandong, Bitou, Longdongwan Ocean
Park, Longdong Four Season Bay, Aodi and Fulong.
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Silver Grass Season Media Exposure
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The Legend of the Silver Grass /\/I. Memories Beyond the Mountains and the Sea: Past, Present, and the Future of the Caoling Historical Trails
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Silver Grass Season Souvenirs for Ten Years
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Silver Grass Season Stamps Review
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Tiger Creation of Da Li Elementary School
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Other Creation for the Silver Grass

WEH MET

T E R AEER
B RBALTE L
BRI A8
- ‘ Like an ocean the weeds wave alone,
Figa b i £, Going against the wind I head for the peak.

Wind rushes waterfalls to wash over the stone,

% 54‘%%&%%4? j\ Mist devours the hills with the sun so meek.

Passing Caoling

By Ke Pei Yuan
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[ & o B 5T Ancient apes climb the branches to peep at travelers,

:F— @% ﬁfﬁ- ﬁ'é: Z Strange birds chirping unfamiliar songs.

Nameless ancient trees stood a thousand years,

+x e Hundred feet cliffs rivaling steep and strong.

THMAEBESYE Glancing down the ocean below that resembles the netherworld,
Gazing up to the sky to admire its brilliant light.

E D ek How fortunate I could turn peril into safety,
All praise the Emperor for his almighty!
2R AT R

‘:F ﬁ" IEJ gfk + lﬁ % The poem was written

by Ke Pei Yuan, the
Local Magistrate in the
Qing Dynasty, when he
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EYEBEWAABETAERE  F3E passed through Caoling
BHELEE HMET LS - and astonished by the

uncanny natural beauty.
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